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HUMANITIES 

BOOK 

FESTIVAL

PROGRAM

2026

MANY THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS



THIS PROGRAM IS CURRENT

AS OF OCTOBER 7TH.

AFTER THE 7TH, PLEASE CHECK OUR 

PARTNERS’ WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOR ANY CHANGES TO EVENTS.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT 

THESE EVENTS!



BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

WASATCH BACK REGION

OCTOBER 1-5

You Have Something to Share with Sarah 

Fitzgerald, Writing Workshop

Wasatch County Library

10/1/2026 6:00 PM
https://library.wasatchcounty.gov/calendar

Join Wasatch County Library for a writing 

workshop with author Sarah Fitzgerald.

Better Storytelling through Dungeonmastering 

with Bryan Young

Wasatch County Library

10/1/2026 4:00 PM

https://library.wasatchcounty.gov/calendar

Better Storytelling through 

Dungeonmastering A panel for those nine 

and up (I mean, it's all ages, but typically, 

folks who play DnD and want to tell stories 

are 12 and up) who want to learn how to be 

better storytellers, writers, and dungeon 

masters. Award-winning author Bryan Young 

talks about his experience as a writer and a 

gamemaster and what skills apply to both and 

how learning to be better at one can help you 

be better at the other. He'll reveal all of his 

best tips and tricks for running a great game 

and writing a great story.

Why Stories Matter: A Conversation on Books, 

Censorship, and the Freedom to Read with 

Rebekah Cummings and Jennifer Nielsen

Summit County Library, Kimball Junction Branch

10/2/2026 6:00 PM

https://summit.events.mylibrary.digital/event?
id=405266

What happens when books become the 

center of public controversy—and what do we 

lose when stories are removed from shelves? 

Join bestselling author Jennifer Nielsen and 

librarian and freedom-to-read advocate 

Rebekah Cummings for a timely conversation 

about books, censorship, and intellectual 

freedom. Drawing on their experiences as an 

author and an advocate, Nielsen and 

Cummings will explore why stories matter, 

what the current wave of book challenges in 

Utah means for authors, libraries, schools, 

and young readers, and why the freedom to 

read remains essential. The evening will 

include plenty of time for conversation and 

audience questions.

Grand Opening of the Kimball Junction Branch at 

the PEAK Center

Summit County Library, Kimball Junction Branch

10/3/2026 11:00 AM

https://summit.events.mylibrary.digital/event?
id=412623

Description: Come join us as we celebrate 

the start of a new chapter at the Kimball 

Junction Branch in the PEAK Center (6301 N. 

Landmark Dr.). There will be a book brigade 

activity at 1:00 PM where we will move some 

special books from the old branch to the new 

branch. Come be a part of this historic day.

https://library.wasatchcounty.gov/calendar
https://library.wasatchcounty.gov/calendar
https://url43.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1789605600%2F1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA%7Cin43l%7C57e1b682%7C25315682%7C10216262%7C6AAB38874977447A1451C75C5E479E5C&o=%2Fphtu%3A%2Fstsetmmtevni.rys.ribamlaiy.%2Fitldgdnev4%3Fi%3Det66250&s=1VCpEmpOVnImnAN3szbjx57hYqg
https://url43.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1789605600%2F1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA%7Cin43l%7C57e1b682%7C25315682%7C10216262%7C6AAB38874977447A1451C75C5E479E5C&o=%2Fphtu%3A%2Fstsetmmtevni.rys.ribamlaiy.%2Fitldgdnev4%3Fi%3Det66250&s=1VCpEmpOVnImnAN3szbjx57hYqg
https://url43.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1789605600%2F1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA%7Cin43l%7C57e1b682%7C25315682%7C10216262%7C6AAB38874977447A1451C75C5E479E5C&o=%2Fphtu%3A%2Fstsetmmtevni.rys.ribamlaiy.%2Fitldgdnev4%3Fi%3Det32621&s=NDZ_hhaf1CiGVl0asmKS6fSugyc
https://url43.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1789605600%2F1x70HH-00000007byA-3GuA%7Cin43l%7C57e1b682%7C25315682%7C10216262%7C6AAB38874977447A1451C75C5E479E5C&o=%2Fphtu%3A%2Fstsetmmtevni.rys.ribamlaiy.%2Fitldgdnev4%3Fi%3Det32621&s=NDZ_hhaf1CiGVl0asmKS6fSugyc


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

WASATCH BACK REGION

OCTOBER 1-5

Park City Library: Craft Extravaganza

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 10:00am

10/4/2026 1:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Dog/Cat Bookmark Making; Scratch Off 

Bookmarks; Pressed Flower Bookmark; Make 

a mini book; Piggie & Elephant Puppets; 

Book Bedazzling

Elephant & Piggie Visit

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 1:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Children Events!

Local Author Meet & Greet

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 1:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Local Author Showcase of Books

Park City Library: Puppet Show: THERE’S A 

MONSTER IN THE BATHTUB

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 1:30 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Children Events!

Brian Laidlaw Keynote  in Conversation

with Maya Silver

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 2:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Brian Laidlaw in Conversation with Maya 

Silver

Author Reception & Book Signing Featuring

Brian Laidlaw & Local Authors

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/4/2026 3:30 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Reception and book signing

Reception with Buzzy Jackson

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/5/2026 6:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Reception with Buzzy Jackson

Buzzy Jackson Keynote & Book Signing

Park City Library, Main Branch

10/5/2026 7:00 PM

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital

Buzzy Jackson delivers keynote address. 

Sponsored by the Park City Friends of the 

Library. 

https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://parkcity.events.mylibrary.digital/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

NORTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 4-11

Ogden School Foundation Presents Ann Patchett - 

30th Annual Fall Author Event

Ogden Eccles Conference Center

10/1/2026 6:30 PM

https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdens

choolfoundation/page/fall-author-event

Ann Patchett  is the author of ten acclaimed 

novels, including Bel Canto, Commonwealth, 

The Dutch House, and Tom Lake. Her tenth 

novel, Whistler, was released in June 2026. 

She has also written four nonfiction books, 

edited Best American Short Stories 2006, and 

collaborated on three children’s books with 

illustrator Robin Preiss Glasser. Several of 

her novels are widely beloved as audiobooks, 

narrated by celebrated performers such as 

Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep.

Liz Kay FALLOUT Book Launch

Weber County Library Main Branch

10/5/2026 7:00 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=3

41653

Liz Kay comes home to Ogden, Utah, to 

launch her new novel Fallout. A graduate of 

St. Joseph Catholic High School in Ogden, 

Kay will be here to sell and discuss the new 

book.

Utah Humanities, Ogden School Foundation, and 

Operation Literacy host Brandon Mull Book Drop

Ogden High School

10/6/2026 9:30 AM

https://www.operationliteracy.org/events-1

Closed to the Public

Alberto Rios visits Weber State University Class

Weber State University

10/6/2026 2:00 PM

Closed to the Public

Railtown Readings: Alberto Rios

Weber County Library Main Branch

10/6/2026 7:00 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=3

55157

The Inaugural Poet Laureate of Arizona will 

share his poetry at the Railtown Readings 

in Ogden along with Sunni Brown 

Wilkinson. Discover the talented writers 

working and thriving “right here in 

Railtown,” or the greater Ogden area. Enjoy 

live readings by featured authors and have 

the opportunity to share your writing during 

the open microphone portion.

Brandon Mull Evening Event

Weber County Library Pleasant Valley Branch

10/6/2026 7:00 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital

New York Times Bestselling author of the 

Fabelhaven Series Brandon Mull will 

speak, read, and sell books at the Pleasant 

Valley Library on October 6, 2026.

https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://www.ogdenschoolfoundation.org/o/ogdenschoolfoundation/page/fall-author-event
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=341653
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=341653
https://www.operationliteracy.org/events-1
https://www.operationliteracy.org/events-1
https://www.operationliteracy.org/events-1
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=355157
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=355157
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

NORTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 4-11

Alberto Rios Visits Local High School in

Weber County

10/7/2026 9:00 AM

Closed to Public

Weber State University presents Phil Klay

Weber State University Shepard Union

10/8/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-

phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator

National Book Award winner Phil Klay 

examines war, service, and the lasting impact 

of military life.

Literary Death Match

Ogden Union Station Studio

10/9/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.literarydeathmatch.com

Literary Death Match is back in Ogden for its 

fifth installment. Join us for a riotous good 

time.

The Book that Changed Me

Weber County Library, Pleasant Valley Branch

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital

Join Ogden City Poet Laureate, Sunni 

Brown Wilkinson, for a powerful event that 

brings together readers from all walks of 

life.

Let Utah Read Advocacy Event

Weber County Library, Pleasant Valley Branch

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital

Let Utah Read will lead a Reading 

Advocacy Discussion.

Screening of The Librarians

Weber County Library, Pleasant Valley Branch

10/10/2026 5:30 PM

https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital

Join all for a screening of the award-

winning film The Librarians.

Rebekah Cummings and Stacy Bernal Book 

Discussion Panel

The Unspoken Bar, 25th Street, Ogden, Utah

10/4/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.visitogden.com/directory/unspoken

Join Angelika Brewer and the Ogdenite, 

Deane Armes, for the third annual Speak 

Easy Poetry, Music, and Art event.

Annual Speak Easy Event at the Unspoken Bar

The Unspoken Bar, 25th Street, Ogden, Utah

10/4/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.visitogden.com/directory/unspoken

Join Angelika Brewer and the Ogdenite, 

Deane Armes, for the third annual Speak 

Easy Poetry, Music, and Art event.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/browning-presents-phil-klay-tickets-1991016907166?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.literarydeathmatch.com/
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://weberpl.events.mylibrary.digital/
https://www.visitogden.com/directory/unspoken
https://www.visitogden.com/directory/unspoken


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SOUTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 8-10

Southern Utah Book Festival: Opening Night

SUU Alumni Reading

SUU Alumni Center

10/9/2026 6:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

An opening-night celebration featuring 

welcome remarks, SUU alumni readings, and 

a presentation, reading, or interview with a 

featured author.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Keynote Speaker 

Sam Weller

SUU Alumni Center

10/9/2026 6:30 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Sam Weler talks Bradbury and the (Burning) 

Banning of Books

Southern Utah Book Festival: Picture This:

Books & the Art of Illustration

Cedar City Library, East Room

10/10/2026 10:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Illustrators and authors discuss how art and 

text work together to bring picture books and 

illustrated works to life.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Page to Stage & 

Screen: Adapting and Writing for Performance

Cedar City Library, West Room

10/10/2026 10:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Writers talk through the craft of adapting 

books and stories for theater, film, and other 

performance media.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Writing the Great 

Outdoors: Utah, the West & Regional Folklore

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 10:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A conversation on nature writing, regional 

folklore, and what makes Utah and the 

American West such rich literary territory.

Southern Utah Book Festival:  Reading Circle: 

"Why Read Horror?" / Reading What Scares Us 

(Horror Reading Chat)

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 10:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A casual, reader-led chat about what draws 

us to horror and why being scared can be 

so satisfying.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Beyond Space 

Opera: Lo-Fi Sci-Fi & Soft Fantasy

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 11:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Authors explore quieter, character-driven 

corners of sci-fi and fantasy that trade galaxy-

spanning stakes for intimate storytelling.

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SOUTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 8-10

Southern Utah Book Festival: Upmarket Fiction: 

Blending Commercial and Literary Fiction

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 11:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A look at the sweet spot between page-

turning plots and literary depth, and how to 

write fiction that lives in both worlds.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Preserving Southern 

Utah's Stories: Local History & Historical Fiction

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 11:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Writers share how they research and 

preserve Southern Utah's history through 

both nonfiction and historical fiction.

Southern Utah Book Festival: READING CIRCLE — 

Reading What We Love (Romance Chat!) Local 

History & Historical Fiction copy

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 11:00 AM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

An informal gathering for romance readers to 

swap favorites, tropes, and 

recommendations.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Tension in Horror

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 12:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Horror authors break down the craft 

techniques that build dread and keep readers 

on edge.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Writing Routines & 

Discipline: How Authors Finish Projects

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 12:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Authors compare the habits, schedules, 

and mindsets that help them actually finish 

what they start.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Is Poetry the Fifth 

Element III

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 12:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

The third installment of this ongoing 

conversation series exploring poetry's place 

alongside earth, air, fire, and water.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Reading Circle: 

Reading What Intrigues Us (Sci-Fi & Fantasy 

Reading Chat)

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 12:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A laid-back discussion for sci-fi and fantasy 

readers to talk about what's currently on their 

shelves.

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SOUTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 8-10

Southern Utah Book Festival: Why YA? Why We 

Love YA/MG Books (WHYA?)

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 1:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Authors dig into what makes young adult and 

middle grade fiction resonate with readers of 

every age.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Writing Romance 

101: Craft, Tropes & Genre Expectations

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 1:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A primer on the building blocks of romance 

writing, from tropes to reader expectations.

Southern Utah Book Festival: True Stories: 

Narrative Nonfiction

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 1:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A look at how writers shape real events and 

real lives into compelling narrative nonfiction.

Southern Utah Book Festival: WRITERS CIRCLE — 

Query & Submission Clinic (Workshop / 

Discussion)

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 1:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A hands-on workshop where writers get 

feedback on query letters and submission 

materials.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Why Love

Stories Matter

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 2:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A conversation on the enduring pull of love 

stories and what they reveal about us as 

readers.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Revision Deep Dive: 

Cutting, Layering & Trusting the Process

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 2:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Authors share strategies for cutting what 

doesn't work, layering in what does, and 

trusting revision as part of the process.

Southern Utah Book Festival: AI, Ethics, and the 

Future of Writing

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 2:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A candid discussion of artificial intelligence's 

growing role in writing and publishing, and 

the ethical questions it raises.

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SOUTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 8-10

Southern Utah Book Festival: Creators' Workshop: 

ZINES! ZINES! ZINES!

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 2:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A hands-on workshop where participants 

make their own zines from start to finish.

Southern Utah Book Festival: How We Got Here: 

Author Origin Stories & the Long Game

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Authors trace their winding paths to 

publication and what kept them going along 

the way.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Agents, Queries & 

Debuts: Getting Your First Book Out the Door

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A practical look at landing an agent, 

navigating queries, and launching a debut 

novel.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Breaking Into the 

Biz: Small Presses, Indie Publishing, What New 

Authors Need to Know

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A guide to publishing paths beyond the Big 

Five, from small presses to going indie.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Writers Circle 2: 

Flash Fiction Writing Workshop

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 3:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A fast-paced workshop where writers draft 

and share flash fiction on the spot.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Mystery

Cedar City Library, East

10/10/2026 4:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

Mystery authors talk clues, red herrings, 

and the art of keeping readers guessing.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Worldbuilding 

Across Media: Comics, Games & Novels

Cedar City Library, West

10/10/2026 4:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A cross-genre discussion of how 

worldbuilding works differently across comics, 

games, and novels.

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SOUTHERN UTAH

OCTOBER 8-10

Southern Utah Book Festival: Self Publishing vs. 

Traditional Publishing

Cedar City Library, Special Collections

10/10/2026 4:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A side-by-side look at the tradeoffs between 

self-publishing and traditional routes to print.

Southern Utah Book Festival: Writing Circle 3: 

Writing Spooky Stuff (Workshop)

Cedar City Library, Main Hall

10/10/2026 4:00 PM

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org

A workshop for writing your own spooky, 

atmospheric short pieces.

https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/
https://www.southernutahbookfestival.org/


BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SALT LAKE COUNTY

OCTOBER 10-18

Crowne Books: Black Frontiers: Exploring 

Revolutionary Worlds and Romances from the 

Mountain West

Crowne Books, Salt Lake City

10/10/2026 1:00 PM

https://crownebooks.com

Black Frontiers: Exploring Revolutionary 

Worlds and Romances from the Mountain 

West: Step across the boundaries of time, 

space, and the heart at Black Frontiers for a 

literary showcase of local Black authors 

changing the Utah literary landscape.

Bill Hambleton - The Sacred and Profane: A 
Memoir of Faith and Reckoning

Weller Book Works
10/10/26 2pm

https://www.wellerbookworks.com/event/2026-10-

10/bill-hambleton-sacred-and-profane-memoir-

faith-and-reckoning

Join us in-store Saturday 10/10/26 at 2PM for 

an intense reading of Bill Hambleton's 

debut, The Sacred and Profane: A Memoir of 

Faith and Reckoning, as he recounts his 

journey through the Catholic faith, and 

advocates for the justice pertaining to his own 

sexual abuse by a church official back in the 

90's.

John Green and Brandon Sanderson Discuss 

Hollywood Ending

West High School, Salt Lake City

10/10/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.kingsenglish.com/events/58306202610

10

The King's English, in partnership with The 

Utah Humanities is thrilled to welcome #1 

internationally bestselling author, John Green 

to SLC. Join #1 internationally bestselling 

author John Green and Brandon Sanderson 

for a conversation around John’s adult fiction 

debut, Hollywood, Ending. The pair will 

discuss the book, answer audience 

questions, and more. This is a ticketed event 

and will take place at West High School. All 

tickets include an autographed copy 

of Hollywood, Ending.

The Once and Future Lake: Stories for Great Salt 

Lake with Michael McLane and Other Contributors

Weller Book Works

10/11/2026 3:00 PM

Join Editor Michael McLane and other 

contributors to The Once and Future Lake for 

an evening of readings and discussion.

The Once and Future Lake: Stories for Great Salt 

Lake with Michael McLane and Other Contributor

Davis County Library, Syracuse Branch

10/12/2026 6:00 PM

https://daviscounty.librarycalendar.com/events/mo

nth

Join Editor Michael McLane and other 

contributors to The Once and Future Lake for 

an evening of readings and discussion.

THE NOMAD Literary Magazine - Issues 3 & 4, 

"Breakthroughs“

Utah Cultural Celebration Center

10/13/2026 6:00 PM

https://www.the-nomad.org/

A reading by multiple contributors to THE 

NOMAD Literary Magazine.
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BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

SALT LAKE COUNTY

OCTOBER 10-18

Betsy Gaines Quammen at Marmalade Library

Salt Lake City Library, Marmalade Branch

10/13/2026 6:00 PM

https://about.slcpl.org/marmalade

“How to Write a Ghost Story” workshop

Moon in the Rye Press Reading and Celebration

The Salt Lake City Library, Downtown Branch

10/14/2026 6:00 PM

https://moonintheryepress.org

Join Moon in the Rye Press for a 

Celebration of their new work with Utah 

Poet Laureate and Publisher Lisa 

Bickmore.

Salt Lake Book Festival: The Prologue, a festival 

kickoff — The Night Before

The Salt Lake City Library, Downtown Branch

10/16/2026 6:00 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Our Friday-evening opening event. The full 

lineup, venue, and ticketing details are being 

finalized.

Salt Lake Book Festival

The Gateway

10/17/2026 10:00 AM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

The Mountain West’s gathering of authors, 

readers, and the books that bring them 

together — built to feel as welcoming on your 

first visit as on your tenth.

Salt Lake Book Festival: The Language of Stone 

with Brian Laidlaw & Nicholas Triolo

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 10:00 AM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Each ticket includes entrance to the The 

Language of Stone panel featuring Brian 

Laidlaw and Nicholas Triolo,

Salt Lake Book Festival: Magic, Desire, and 

Destiny: Inside the World of Romantasy

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 10:00 AM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

A Conversation on Love, Magic, and the Rise 

of Romantasy. Featuring Jennifer K. Lambert, 

Bel Banta, and Nghi Vo.

Salt Lake Book Festival: How to Escape a 

Playdate: Storytime

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 10:00 AM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

This event is free and open to the public but 

we do request you RSVP for a read-aloud 

from Rachel Michelle Wilson’s brand-new 

picture book, How to Escape a Playdate: 

The Fun Way.

Salt Lake Book Festival: Outwit, Outplay, Out-Plot

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 11:45 AM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Samantha Allen, Lovell Holder, Erica 

Hendry & Parvati Shallow

https://about.slcpl.org/marmalade
https://moonintheryepress.org/
https://saltlakebookfestival.org/
https://saltlakebookfestival.org/
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SALT LAKE COUNTY

OCTOBER 10-18

Salt Lake Book Festival: Fire in Your Belly: A Story 

Hour with Aly McKnight

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 2:00 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Fire in Your Belly: A Story Hour with Aly 

McKnight

Salt Lake Book Festival: Habibi Means Beloved

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 3:45 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Featuring Moudi Sbeity, in Conversation 

with Erin Geesaman Rabke

Salt Lake Book Festival: Kills the Rules, Bury the 

Bones: A YA Horror Showdown

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 4:00 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Kills the Rules, Bury the Bones: A YA Horror 

Showdown

Salt Lake Book Festival:  A Conversation with

Jodi Picoult

West High School

10/17/2026 5:30 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Each ticket includes a signed hardcover copy 

of Hollow Bones as well as a professional 

photo taken with Jodi.

Salt Lake Book Festival:  Love, Death, and Things 

That Lurk in the Dark: Where Horror

and Romance Collide

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 2:00 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Featuring Alexis Powell, Mathilda Zeller, 

Taylor Grothe, Abe Moss

Salt Lake Book Festival Presents: Greg Jackson in 

conversation with Robert Gehrke

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 3:45 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Robert Gehrke, Greg Jackson

Salt Lake Book Festival: Perspectives Over Pints: 

Is It a Book?

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 12:15 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Rare Books Librarians, Lyuba Basin & 

Theadora Soter

Salt Lake Book Festival: Environmental Panel with 

Jason Dove Mark & Merritt Turesky

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 2:00 PM

https://saltlakebookfestival.org

Chandler Rosenberg (Local Great Salt 

Lake Baddie) , Merritt Turetsky, Jason 

Dovemark

https://saltlakebookfestival.org/
https://saltlakebookfestival.org/
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Salt Lake Book Festival: Spanish Language Story 

Time with Zyanya Bejarano

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 1:15 PM

Zyanya Bejarano - Reading some Spanish 

lagnuage picture books - part of group las 

libronas

Salt Lake Book Festival: Horrifyingly Good Frights, 

Middle Grade Horror Panel 

The Gateway 

10/17/2026 11:45 AM

Alexis Powell - Coven of Witches, Kaela 

Rivera - The Hungry Forest, A.M. Luzzader 

- Books as Scary Stories 



BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

LOGAN

OCTOBER 21-24

Utah State University Brewer Festival of Writing 

with Nicole Walker

Utah State University Merrill-Cazier Library 101

10/21/2026 11:30-12:20

https://artsci.usu.edu/english

Author Nicole Walker will read from her new 

book, Writing the Hard Stuff, and participate 

in an audience Q&A and book signing.

Utah State University Brewer Festival of Writing--

Work of Art Panel

Utah State University Merrill-Cazier Library 101

10/21/2026 1:30-2:45

https://artsci.usu.edu/english

Join author Nicole Walker, musician Braun 

Khan, and interdisciplinary artist Tamryn 

McDermott as they discuss the labor that 

goes into their craft.

Helicon West presents Teo Rivera-Dundas

Logan Library, Logan

10/22/2026 6:00 PM

https://heliconwest.wordpress.com/2026/02/24/heli

con-west-2026-schedule

Join Helicon west with author Teo Rivera-

Dundas

Stokes Nature Center Nature Tales

Stokes Nature Center, Logan

10/23/2026 11:00 AM

https://logannature.org

Nature Tales at Stokes Nature Center

Stokes Nature Center Kids and Launch of

Half Moon

Stokes Nature Center, Logan

10/24/2026 11:00:AM

https://logannature.org

A reading and kid's yoga event to celebrate 

the publishing of their book Half Moon on the 

Moon by Zack Garner (Author), Rachel 

Quillen Garner (Illustrator)
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UTAH HORROR & ROMANCE DAY

OCTOBER 24

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Doors Open, 

Early Browsing / Vendor Tables

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 1:40 PM

https://utahhumanities.org/programs/center-for-

the-book/book-festival

Join us for the opening of this day-long event!

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Welcome & 

Introduction

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 2:00 PM

Our host will give a quick introduction to the 

day ahead. Be there for this!

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Panel 1 — 

Kiss Me or Kill Me: When Horror Meets Romance

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 2:15 PM

This panel will look at how attraction and fear 

work the same way in the brain. Why horror 

and romance readers are chasing the same 

heart-pounding rush.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Book Signing

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 3:00 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Panel 2 — 

Red Flags Are Just Flags When He's Hot

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 3:15 PM

Villains readers root for vs. villains they're 

never meant to root for. When does 

dangerous stop being sexy and cross into 

irredeemable?

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Book Signing

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 4:00 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Panel 3 — 

Sex Death & Everything in Between

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 4:15 PM

Why sexuality and horror have always fit 

together and how modern romance writers 

use those same themes differently.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026:Book Signing

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 5:00 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Panel 4 — 

Anatomy of Yearning

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 5:15 PM

How both genres trap characters together 

and isolate them to force vulnerability. A 

pacing and craft discussion for writers.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Book Signing

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 6:00 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.
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UTAH HORROR & ROMANCE DAY

OCTOBER 24

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Who Would 

You Rather: Horror Edition

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 6:15 PM

https://utahhumanities.org/programs/center-for-

the-book/book-festival

A playful audience-driven warmer debating 

horror villains, monsters, and romantic 

archetypes.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Social Time

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 6:45 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Erika T. 

Wurth Kiersten White & Sarah Hawley

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 7:00 PM

Marquee conversation with our three featured 

guests spanning horror, romance, and the 

space between.

Utah Horror and Romance Day 2026: Closing & 

Final Signings

Church and State, SLC

10/24/2026 8:00 PM

Vendors will be selling books and authors will 

be signing books.
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BOOK FESTIVAL PROGRAM

UTAH COUNTY

OCTOBER 25-31

Speak for Yourself Presents Poet Moudi Sbeity

The Social, Provo

10/26/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.facebook.com/groups/8254333008208

23

Join Moudi Sbeity Everett as a special guest 

for Speak for Yourself Open Mic.

Rock Canyon Poets Event

Pioneer Book, Provo

10/27/2026 7:00 PM

https://rockcanyonpoets.com

Join the Rock Canyon Poets for the Open Mic 

and lively discussion.

The Provo Library Presents Book or Treat with 

author Rachel Michelle Wilson

Provo City Library at Academy Square

10/28/2026 6:00 PM

https://provolibrary.gov/events?r=range&start=202

6-10-28

Book or Treat at Provo Library at Academy 

Square. Rachel Michelle Wilson will kick off 

the evening talking about her books and then 

family's can wander the hallways trick or 

treating!

Operation Literacy Book Drop with Shannon Hale

Utah County School

10/29/2026 9:00 AM

https://www.operationliteracy.org/events-1

Closed to the Public

Shannon Hale at American Fork Library

American Fork Library

10/29/2026 6:00 PM

https://www.americanfork.gov/981/Library-

Calendar

New York Times Bestselling Author 

Shannon Hale will talk about her new book 

Austenland!

Poppy's Bookstore Hosting Kiersten White at 

Orem Library

Orem Library

10/30/2026 7:00 PM

https://orem.librarycalendar.com/events/month/202

6/10

Join us for an exciting evening with the 

Utah Humanities Book Festival featuring 

New York Time bestselling and Bram 

Stoker Award-winning author, Kiersten 

White. Celebrate the spooky season and 

discuss her captivating work, including 

popular titles such as Paranormalacy, And I 

Darken, The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 

Frankenstein, and more. The evening will 

feature a Q&A session, followed by a book 

signing.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

OCTOBER 3-28

2026 Utah Book Awards

Salt Lake City Library, Downtown

10/3/2026 6:00 PM

https://utahhumanities.org/programs/center-for-

the-book/utah-book-awards

Come celebrate the 2026 Utah Book Awards. 

Open to the public. Award Ceremony begins 

at 6:00pm

Brigham City Library Presents Heather B. Moore

Brigham City Library

10/5/2026 6:00 PM

https://library.bcutah.gov/events?n=31&r=days

Heather B. Moore visits the Brigham City 

Library to talk about her most recent books.

Brigham City Library Presents The Great American 

Table by Michelle Wright

Brigham City Library

10/7/2026 6:00 PM

https://library.bcutah.gov/events?n=31&r=days

Michelle Wright visits the Brigham City 

Library to talk about food!

Tanner Humanities Center Presents Gabrielle 

Zevin, author of Tomorrow, and Tomorrow,

and Tomorrow

Salt Lake City Library, Downtown

10/7/2026 7:00 PM

https://tanner.utah.edu/center-events/gabrielle-

zevin

Gabrielle Zevin is a novelist whose work 

explores identity, technology, art, play, and 

human connection. Her acclaimed 

novel, Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and 

Tomorrow, follows two friends across thirty 

years as they build video games and learn 

about the different forms of success and 

failure. A book-signing will follow, courtesy 

of The King’s English Bookshop.

Betsy Gaines Quammen at Hell's Backbone Grill

Hell's Backbone Grill, Boulder

10/14/2026 4:00 PM

https://www.hellsbackbonegrill.com

Betsy Gaines Quammen at Hell's Backbone 

Grill

Bluff Arts Festival Literary Event

Opening Ceremony

Bluff

10/15/2026 6:00 PM

https://bluffartsfestival.org/literary-events

Music followed by Morgan Sjorgen, Ellen 

Meloy Desert Writer 2026 winner, followed 

by open mic storytelling.

Bluff Arts Festival Literary Event Session One

Bluff

10/16/2026 9:30 AM

https://bluffartsfestival.org/literary-events

Vaugn Hadenfeldt, Robin Patten, Andy 

Gulliford & Stewart Aitcheson discuss local 

heritage & myths

Bluff Arts Festival Literary Event Session Two

Bluff

10/16/2026 4:30 PM

https://bluffartsfestival.org/literary-events

Morgan Sjorgen, Betsy Gaines Quammen, 

Stephen Trimble & Hal Herring discuss the 

impact on regional water shortage and 

environmental injustice 
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SPECIAL EVENTS

OCTOBER 3-28

Bluff Arts Festival Literary Event Session Three

Bluff

10/17/2026 9:30 AM

https://bluffartsfestival.org/literary-events

Jonathan T. Bailey, R. E. Burrillo, Brooke 

Larsen & Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk discuss 

tools of the trade to weave facts, story, and 

character to create impact that matters.

Bluff Arts Festival Literary Event Session Four

Bluff

10/17/2026 4:30 AM

https://bluffartsfestival.org/literary-events

Poets from the 4 Corners present their poetry 

followed by music

R. E. Burrillo at Don L. Burge Room at the Eastern 

Prehistoric Museum, Utah State University

Don L. Burge Room at the Eastern Prehistoric 

Museum, Utah State University, Price

10/19/2026 7:00 PM

https://www.torreyhouse.org/events-calendar

R.E. Burrillo discusses his new book 

American Archeology.

R. E. Burrillo at Star Hall with

Back of Beyond Books and Moab Library

Star Hall, Moab

10/23/2026 7:00 PM

https://gcld.librarycalendar.com/events/month

R.E. Burrillo discusses his new book 

American Archeology.

Tanner Humanities Center Presents

Mongane Wally Serote

Salt Lake City Public Library, Nancy Tessman 

Auditorium

10/28/2026 7:00 PM

https://tanner.utah.edu/center-events/mongane-

wally-serote

South African poet and novelist Mongane 

Wally Serote, born in 1944, was politically 

active against the apartheid regime. He 

was detained without trial and held in 

solitary confinement under the Terrorism 

Act. After earning an MFA at Columbia 

University on a Fulbright scholarship, he 

was barred from reentering South Africa, 

and he lived in exile in Botswana and 

London before returning to South Africa in 

1990. A member of the African National 

Congress, he was elected to Parliament in 

the pivotal election of Nelson Mandela’s 

government in 1994. Serote’s talk will 

commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 

Soweto uprising in the context of his 

friendship with Steve Biko and other 

members of the Black Consciousness 

Movement, and will consider parallels to the 

Black Power Movement and Black Lives 

Matter Movement. He will also give a short 

reading from his work
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