
 

The Vital Role of Utah Humanities in Utah's 
Economic, Educational, and Cultural Landscape 

Narrative 

The humanities encompass a wide range of disciplines, including literature, history, philosophy, 
and the arts. Recent data highlights that the humanities are not only essential for fostering a 
well-rounded education but also play a crucial role in Utah's economic development and cultural 
richness. 

To do our work effectively, broadly, and with cost-effectiveness, we partner with organizations 
that want to improve their communities through the humanities.  

Key Talking Points 

Personal Stories of Transformation, Education, Perspective, and Community Strength are 
at the Heart of the Humanities 

●​ While data points and quantitative information on the humanities offers important and 
concrete support for the humanities in society, it's the personal stories that really convey 
the transformative power of the humanities in everyday life. 

Local Work through a Local Nonprofit 

●​ Utah Humanities is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit that has been serving Utah 
communities for 50 years. We hold free public programming in every region of the state, 
and nearly all of our 29 counties. All our programming is designed to bring communities 
together. We know what works: local programs and local leadership result in strong 
state-level impact. 

●​ Utah Humanities plays a crucial role in bringing communities together and directly 
serving the people with locally relevant programming. If budget cuts are being 
considered, they should not come at the expense of the work being done on the ground 
in Utah.  

Efficient Use of Funds and Local Economic Contributions 



●​ Utah Humanities is able to leverage funding efficiently by partnering with other Utah 
organizations to offer a depth and breadth of humanities programs. In 2024, Utah 
Humanities deployed over 1000 events and programs throughout the state. These are 
programs that encourage a literate, educated, civic-minded, and purposeful population to 
engage in their communities. 

●​ The funding for Utah Humanities is appropriated by Congress through the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Funding for the state councils is written in statute. We 
are not wasteful nor are we fraudulent.  We have a 50-year track record of being a 
careful steward of precious taxpayer funds. We match every federal dollar with at least 
$2 in private support. This federal money is being taken from Utah and re-allocated 
somewhere else, for a purpose that was not determined by the elected officials who are 
responsible for making these decisions. These funds will no longer directly serve the 
people of Utah. 

●​ When Congress appropriates these funds through NEH, they are bringing resources 
back to the states through the state councils – our NEH federal funds are locally 
controlled by Utah Humanities. There is no question that there are inefficiencies and 
partisanship in federal government – this only underscores the value and necessity of 
strong state councils. 

●​ According to the Utah Division of Arts & Museums, the creative industries, which include 
many humanities-related fields, contribute over $10 billion to Utah’s economy annually. 
This sector supports thousands of jobs and generates significant tax revenue, 
showcasing the humanities' role as a driver of economic growth. 

●​ The national economic impact of the humanities is significant. U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis shows that arts and cultural economic activity, adjusted for inflation, increased 
6.6 percent in 2023 after increasing 3.8 percent in 2022. By comparison, the broader 
economy, as measured by real gross domestic product (GDP), increased 2.9 percent in 
2023 after increasing 2.5 percent in 2022. Arts and cultural economic activity accounted 
for 4.2 percent of GDP, or $1.17 trillion, in 2023. 

 Serving All Utah Populations, Education, and Offering Local Control 

●​ Cultural Engagement: The National Endowment for the Humanities reports that Utah 
residents participate in humanities-related activities, such as museum visits and 
literature events, at rates higher than the national average. Utah has a long legacy of 
supporting and participating in the arts and humanities.  

●​  Educational Impact: Humanities education is vital for developing critical thinking and 
communication skills. The Utah System of Higher Education emphasizes that graduates 
with a background in the humanities are highly sought after by employers for their ability 
to navigate complex social issues and foster innovative thinking. An educated workforce 
is a key element of Utah’s strong economy.  

●​  Supporting Rural Utah and Cultures: The humanities play a pivotal role in promoting 
understanding and appreciation of cultures within Utah. Programs that focus on historical 
preservation increase the capacity of our partners and help them to better serve their 
own audiences.  



●​ Supporting Local Initiatives: Utah Humanities is dedicated to promoting the humanities 
through grants, public programs, and educational resources. This helps Utah businesses 
to attract and retain talented and and educated workers in Utah. 

Loss of Funding has a Statewide Impact 

●​ This cut is devastating to Utah’s cultural infrastructure. We partner with organizations 
large and small in all corners of the state. We work with over 100 partners every year so 
we can truly serve all Utahns. This cut in funding will have ripple effects far beyond Utah 
Humanities. 

●​ Access to history and the humanities is critical as we approach the 250th anniversary of 
our nation. Our planned programs for this statewide celebration are in jeopardy without 
continued support. 

●​ Utah leads the nation in support of its cultural institutions, and the cultural programming 
we offer is an incentive for people and businesses to live and do work in our beautiful 
state. Please help us preserve it. 

●​  DOGE comprises individuals who have never stepped foot in our state, yet they are 
making sweeping decisions about the future of our cultural institutions. They do not 
understand the values, challenges, or priorities of our communities. 

Funding Cuts are not Motivated by Money 

●​ DOGE is not making a dent in the federal budget by gutting the cultural sector. The 
percentage of federal funds used by the cultural sector is miniscule. The average 
American pays about 60 cents a year for services that enhance quality of life in 
communities and that generate a large economic return and local jobs. This is less than 
the cost of a postage stamp or the tax on a cup of coffee. 

●​ The NEH budget is so small that USASpending.gov, a government website that tracks 
federal spending, lists it as 0.0% of the federal budget. The defunding of NEH 
accomplishes literally nothing.  

 

 


