
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Utah Humanities’ Federal Funding Terminated by DOGE 

 
DOGE Cuts to Utah Humanities will Impact Cultural Organizations in Every Corner of the State 

 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025 –On Wednesday, April 2nd, Utah Humanities received notification that their National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) grant had been terminated by DOGE (Department of Government Efficiency). 
 
The loss of NEH funding to Utah Humanities will decimate their ability to serve Utah communities, eliminating programs and 
partnerships that are essential to our cultural infrastructure. 
 
With this loss of funding, Utahns will no longer have access to: 
 

• Grants that support local humanities programming  
• History programs commemorating the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence  
• Vital support for students with aspirations to attend college  
• Capacity building training and resources for rural museums and historical societies 
• Community Conversations programming to bring different viewpoints together to discuss important Utah issues 
• Statewide literature programming 
• AND SO MUCH MORE 

 
Without NEH funding, Utah Humanities will lose their ability to provide grants and programs that educate, inspire, and bring 
communities together. Utah Humanities works with over 100 partners each year and matches at least $2 in private 
investment for every $1 of federal support. The ripple effects of these cuts will be felt in every corner of the state. 
 
Every Utahn is encouraged to contact their U.S. senators and representatives and urge them to protect NEH and 
Utah Humanities, and to contact their state and local officials to let them know how this loss of funds will impact 
their community: https://nhalliance.org/federal-funding/savetheneh/. 
 
Jodi Graham, Executive Director at Utah Humanities, shares that “Utah Humanities has been serving the people of Utah 
with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities for 50 years. These federal funds were appropriated by 
congress with the intent that we use them to directly serve the communities in our state. The humanities equip us with the 
tools to think critically, engage thoughtfully, and approach one another with respect and understanding. They remind us that 
being human is a non-partisan activity - it’s a shared experience, even in times of discord. Investing in the humanities is an 
investment in democracy itself. By understanding our past, we shape a better future. When we engage with literature and 
philosophy, we strengthen our ability to listen, reflect, and connect. By telling our stories, we remember that we are part of 
something greater than ourselves. Our world needs these things now more than ever.” 
 
What Are the Humanities? 
 
The humanities focus on how people experience and document their world, and they help us to understand the meaning of all 
human expression, such as literature, history, art, and thought. As the study of human experience, the humanities can 
connect us to ourselves and each other in deeply meaningful ways. In fact, if you are human, you already "do" the 
humanities. Everything we read, think, create, and do adds to the human experience and can be looked at for interpretation 
and understanding. 
 
About Utah Humanities: Utah Humanities cultivates connections, deepens understanding, and explores our complex human experience. UH is funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the ESRR Foundations, Salt Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks Fund, the State of Utah, and through gifts from 
individuals, foundations, and corporations. Each year, Utah Humanities supports hundreds of educational and cultural programs throughout Utah. For more 
information, visit www.utahhumanities.org. 
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